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Remembering Brother Clarence 
BROTHER CLARENCE was well known for his love of cinema and his desire to share this passion with the Saint Mary's College community. (Curtesy of Brother Michael Meister) 
Students and faculty take time to celebrate the life of a beloved figure 
BY EVELYN MINAISE 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
While the first week of classes marks a 
celebration of the return of students to the 
Saint Mary's College campus, it also marked 
a different sort of celebration for the cam-
pus as a whole - the celebration of the life 
of Brother Clarence Schenk 
Br. Clarence passed away on Friday, Au-
gust 21, 2015 of natural causes at the age 
of 83. He was best known on campus as a 
faculty member of the Communication 
department and film enthusiast, hosting 
students to his on-campus movie theater, 
which he often advertised in Oliver Hall. 
The theater seated nine, and guests could 
choose from over 300 movies to enjoy over 
popcorn. 
A Christian Brother for 65 years, his 
legacy lives on beyond his film-loving pres-
ence at SMC. He taught at several Christian 
Brothers' high schools before he was an 
active faculty member for the Communica-
tion department. 
The funeral service for Br. Clarence took 
Alpha Mass 
SMC students and 
faculty celebrate 
diverse religious beliefs 
BY ELIZABETH MAGNO 
0'1tl. '"' 
The Alpha Mass at Saint Mary's is a 
time when students come together and 
celebrate as a community at the begin-
ning of the year. As described by Nick van 
Santen, Mission and Ministry Assistant 
Director of Justice Education and Im-
mersions, the Alpha Mass "is a great time 
because the campus community has the 
opportunity to get together and celebrate 
the new school year as a whole." 
place on Saturday, August 29 at Mont La 
Salle in Napa. Fr. John Morris, from the 
TRS department and also the College's 
Alemany Community chaplain, led the 
mass featuring a homily that spoke to Br. 
Clarence's contributing assets to the Col-
lege. Br. Michael Meister gave the eulogy. 
"Br. Clarence was 
part of a constellation 
of famous Brothers 
in our Province ... " 
Br. Michael said, "[Br. Clarence] was part 
of a constellation of famous Brothers in 
our Province who were noted for their work 
in the arts in our high schools and college 
since the 1940s." Br. Michael highlighted 
Br. Clarence's love for film: "Clarence was 
definitely a star, and apart from showing 
movies to God, no doubt he's now having a 
great time - as one Brother noted - meet-
ing and greeting all the Hollywood stars he 
promoted throughout his life." Br. Charles 
Hilken, a member of the Alemany Brothers 
community of which Br. Clarence was a 
part, notes that the strong presence at the 
service of various family members and Saint 
Mary's community members illustrates the 
lives he touched. 
Students and alumni were also present at 
the service, including Associated Students 
President Diego Rios and Class of201S alum 
Eric Gutierrez. Gutierrez will remember 
Br. Clarence for "the deep conversations, 
the cooking classes, his dedication and the 
constant smile he had while he welcomed 
students to his theater." Rios takes these 
memories to heart. He promised in his role 
as a student leader to, " make sure that his 
passion for film and 'The Brother Clarence 
theater' will not die with him." 
As the College continues to remember 
him, expect more remembrance events in 
the near future. Br. Michael Meister notes, 
"The Brothers and the Office of Mission and 
Ministry are planning a memorial service 
for Brother Clarence later this month. Right 
now, we're working out the details and the 
date and time." 
see ALPHA MASS, page 2 SAINT MARY'S STUDENTS AND FACULTY gather to celebrate mass. (Chrissy Camilleri/COLLEGIAN) 
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THE INSIDE PAGE 
ALPHA MASS: Mission and Ministry works to include all students at SMC in their work 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The Alpha Mass is sponsored 
by one of the college's centers 
-Mission and Ministry Center 
(MMC). The MMC is a "living 
and learning community where 
students can build upon their 
own mind, body, and spirit," as 
described by sophomore Victor 
Jaimes. He continued to explain 
that the center "falls in line with 
the Five Lasallian Core Prin-
ciples." The Core Principles are 
concern for the poor and social 
justice, faith in the presence of 
God, respect for all persons, in-
clusive community, and quality 
education. 
While the Lasallian Core Prin-
ciples are an important ele-
ment of the MMC, van Santen 
also highlighted that the MMC 
"serves as a bridge between the 
Lasallian mission of the broth-
ers and students." 
The MMC hosts and sponsors 
multiple events. These events 
include the Mass of the Holy 
Spirit (coming on Wednesday, 
September 9), Fair Trade Friday, 
De La Salle Week, retreats, im-
mersion trips, and volunteering 
opportunities. 
Similar to the Alpha Mass, the 
The MMC "serves as 
a bridge between the 
Lasallian ·mission of the 
brothers and students." 
Mass of the Holy Spirit gathers 
students from the college com-
munity. The Mass of the Holy 
Spirit recognizes the diverse 
faiths that are seen throughout 
the campus as well as recogniz-
ing the dedication of the Saint 
Mary's mission. 
Another event that is spon-
sored by the MMC is the Lasal-
lian Service Internship (LSI). 
The course has been a tradition 
at the college since 1985. Its goal 
is to provide opportunities to 
"engage reflectively in Lasallian 
tradition with direct service to 
the poor." 
Apart from these two events, 
the MMC also sponsors im-
mersion trips. There are three 
immersion trips for this school 
year-Salinas, Blackfeet, and Los 
Angeles. The Salinas Immersion 
aims to introduce students to 
the social justice issues sur-
rounding migrant farm labor in 
California and the United States 
as a whole. The Blackfeet Im-
mersion takes place in Brown-
ing, Montana, where students 
have the opportunity to move 
beyond their borders to live and 
serve in an entirely new culture. 
The Los Angeles Immersion is 
the newest one on the list. With 
these immersion trips, the MMC 
also hosts retreats, specifically 
the New Student Retreat and the 
Transfer Student Retreat. 
While the MMC provides mul-
tiple opportunities for students, 
they are also a part of a bigger 
picture. Along with the other 
Saint Mary's centers, Jaimes 
explained that the MMC "caters 
not just to a small group of peo-
ple, but to the entire campus." 
Van Santen also included, "it's 
amazing because there's a sort 
of transformative piece where 
students learn to see the world 
differently. 
It's even better because the 
MMC gets to work in an envi-
ronment with other campus 
centers and professionals, as 
well as student life. We're all a 
part of the greater mission of 
the college." 
Saint Mary's College follows the social media frenzy with a Snapchat account 
BY EVELYN MINAISE 
EDITCR N-'- HFF 
Saint Mary's College of Cali-
fornia's presence on social me-
dia is growing as social media 
itself is evolving into areas 
unknown. The College can be 
found on Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, and now Snapchat. 
Managed by junior Chrissy 
Camilleri and senior Stephen 
Oldfather through the Office 
of College Communications, 
"stmarysca" on Snapchat is now 
fully-functioning and up-and-
runningwith 350 follows so far. 
Saint Mary's alum from the 
class of 2015 Alex Kummert 
sparked the idea of hiring Social 
Media Assistants to the Office of 
College Communications. Soon 
after, Camilleri and Oldfather 
interviewed with Interactive 
Media Specialist Brian Foley 
and were offered positions in 
spearheading the foundation of 
Saint Mary's Snapchat, among 
other social media projects. 
Efforts to increase social 
media presence indicate the 
College's need to "meet Gaels 
where they are," according to 
Camilleri. With the millennial 
generation arriving at school, 
these steps continue to happen. 
It is apparent that students use 
social media more and more 
to interact with one another 
as well as their environment, 
including that of the school's 
academic and social environ-
ment. Saint Mary's on Snapchat 
aims to be an easy and accessi-
bly medium by which students 
and faculty can learn of events 
around campus as well as dis-
play resources the College has 
to offer. It connects people on 
and off campus as it is not lim-
ited to those close to campus. 
Saint Mary's presence on 
Snapchat is already chang-
ing campus life. With the first 
posts on first-years' move-in 
day, residents moving into their 
residence halls were even more 
excited to be in their new home. 
Camilleri, who is also a resident 
advisor, said, "I had one student 
come up to me and say that see-
ing our story on Move-In Day 
Crime Beat 
8/25/ 2015 3:47 p.m. 
Incident: Vehicle Accident 
Synopsis: FedEx Truck hit an 
Saint Mary's van in the Saint 
Mary's warehouse; referred to 
Facilities Services and Loss Pre-
vention 
8/26/ 2015 10:39 p.m. 
Incident: Medical Assistance 
Synopsis: Twisted Ankle-no 
transport in Aquinas Hall; re-
ferred to Dean of Student Office 
and Health & Wellness Center 
8/ 27/2015 2:50 p.m. 
Incident: Informational Re-
port 
Synopsis: Annoying e-mails 
via phone; referred to Oakland 
Police Department 
8/27/2015 2:55 p.m. 
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Domestic violence 
on Saint Mary's campus result-
ing in temporary restraining 
order; referred to Dean of Stu-
dents Office and Moraga Police 
Department 
8/29/2015 1:11 p.m. 
Incident: Medical Transport 
Synopsis: Underage drinking 
in Augustine Hall-transported 
to Kaiser Hospital; referred to 
Dean of Students and Health & 
Wellness 
8/29/2015 8:25 p.m. 
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Off campus noise 
complaint- 1st year event in De 
La Salle Quad; referred to Dean 
of Students office 
8/29/2015 8:49 p.m. 
Incident: Medical 
Synopsis: Injury to finger from 
Tug-o-War game in De La Salle 
Quad Lawn Area; referred to 
Dean of Students office and 
Health & Wellness Center 
made her lOx more excited to 
come onto campus. This is what 
we hope to accomplish through 
our account -to highlight how 
amazing the Gael lifestyle truly 
is." 
This and other social media 
projects provide students with 
hands-on experience doing 
social media work, which is 
becoming an official position 
in the professional world for 
a variety of groups and orga-
nization. Camilleri has always 
expressed an interest in social 
media and believes "these so-
cial platforms greatly affect 
how our society interacts and 
communicates." She shares that 
she aspires to work in the San 
Francisco Giants media depart-
ment someday and appreciates 
her campus position for the 
opportunities it introduces her, 
primarily in teaching her the 
skills that might prove useful for 
a career after graduation. 
Find Saint Mary's College 
on Snapchat at "stmarysca" to 
track day-by-day campus hap-
penings and other fun stories. 
8/30/2015 2:17 p.m. 
Incident: Medical Incident 
Synopsis: Possible broken toe 
from diving off diving board at 
pool in front of Augustine Hall; 
referred to Dean of Student office 
and Health & Wellness Center 
8/30/2015 4:00 p.m. 
Incident: Medical Assist 
Synopsis: Student injured 
ankle in More Hall-no transport; 
referred to Dean of Students 
office and Health & Wellness 
Center 
8/31/2015 6:03 p.m. 
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Complaint of inap-
propriate behavior in Garaventa 
Hall; referred to Dean of Stu-
dents office 
8/31/2015 7:30 p.m. 
Incident: Vehicle Collision 
Synopsis: Fender bender in 
Lacrosse Parking Lot-parties 
PRESIDENT DONAHUE SNAPS A "SELFIE" 
involved exchanged information; 
suspended 
9/1/2015 4:40 p.m. 
Incident: Medical Assist 
Synopsis: Student with short-
ness of breath in Women's Re-
source Center transported to 
Health & Wellness Center; re-
ferred to Dean of Students office 
and Health & Wellness Center 
9/2/2015 7:20 p.m. 
Incident: Medical Incident 
Synopsis: Student possibly 
broke both ankles in Alioto Rec-
reation Center- transported to 
John Muir Hospital; referred 
to Dean of Students office and 
Health & Wellness Center 
9/2/2015 9:41 a.m. 
Incident: Fire and smoke in a 
hole in ground with dry leaves 
and sticks outside Ageno A-
unidentified cause; referred to 
Facilities Services 
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Beyond the Bubble 
Pope Responds to Fleeing 
Migrants 
Pope Francis made his first 
public comment concerning 
the thousands of Syrian, Iraqi, 
and Afghanistani fleeing to 
Europe. He called for help from 
European bishops in assisting 
and we lcoming the migrants. 
According to the Vatican Radio, 
Francis said, "the Gospel calls us 
to be close to the smallest and 
to those who have been aban-
doned." Germany and Austria 
have been sending volunteers 
to the borders to welcome them 
with provisions. More than 
10,000 people arrived in Austria 
after the country opened its 
borders on Friday. Hungary on 
the other hand has been barring 
its borders aud erecting fences. 
Their unwillingness to assist the 
wave of migrants has received 
criticism from the rest of the 
European Union. 
Pillow Fight at West Point 
Turns Gruesome 
Thirty cadets were injured this 
year during the annual end-of-
summer-training pillow fight 
at West Point Military Academy. 
Colonel Kasker, the spokesman 
for West Point, said "West Point 
applauds the cadets' desire to 
build esprit and regrets the 
injuries to our cadets." Photos 
posted on social media showed 
the bloody faces and pillows of 
freshman cadets after the pil-
low fight. Twenty-four cadets 
sustained concussions and West 
Point staff members went door 
to door in the barracks perform -
ing quick concussion checks 
after the pillow fight. It became 
apparent that the annual event 
meant to bond first year stu-
dents had turned into a danger-
ous situation. One first year 
reported that his commander 
told him "if you don't come back 
with a bloody nose you didn't try 
hard enough." 
Dispute over Rachmaninoff's 
Remains 
Vladimir Medinsky, Russia's 
culture minister, recently an-
nounced the desire to move 
Rachmaninoff's remains to the 
country of his origin. His great-
great granddaughter, Susan 
Sophia Rachmaninoff Volkon-
skaya Wanamaker, disagrees 
however. She prefers the famed 
composer to remain in his origi-
nal place of burial, twenty-five 
miles outside of New York. 
Valery Poliansky, the president 
of the Rachmaninoff Society in 
Moscow, argued that "nobody 
in America needs him (Rach-
NEWS 
Because there's a whole 
world out there ... 
maninoff) , America doesn't 
need anyone except itself." Me-
dinsky tried to claim the grave 
was in poor condition, but Judy 
Mitchell, the spokeswoman for 
the cemetery, and Wanamaker 
disagreed. Wanamaker also 
noted "He rests next to his wife 
and his daughter and there's no 
mention of moving them. So 
they want to separate his fam-
ily, one that he fought to keep 
together through the Russian 
Revolution, through World War 
II? It's simply unconscionable." 
Guatemalans Seek Reform in 
Wake of President Molina's 
Ousting 
Guatemalan reformists are look-
ing for new ways to revitalize 
their cry for change in a corrupt 
government. President Otto 
Perez Molina will discover on 
Tuesday whether or not he will 
be tried for massive customs 
fraud. As presidential and con-
gressional elections commence, 
people have little hope for the 
candidates that seem to come 
from the same pool of corrupt 
politicians. Many protesters 
have demanded that Lider, the 
leading party, registration be re-
voked and that Manuel Baldizon, 
the candidate, be put in jail. 
High School Football Player 
Sustained Serious Injuries 
Resulting in Death 
Tyrell Cameron, a sixteen year 
old from Louisiana, died after 
sustaining injuries while play-
ing football for Franklin Parish 
High School. Sheriff Kevin Cobb 
of Franklin Parish said "This 
is something that has touched 
everybody - not only here, but 
throughout the entire country -
who is involved in youth sports." 
While the official cause of death 
and injuries are still under in-
vestigation is was determined 
the injuries occurred during a 
punt return. Thus far in the 2015 
college football season eleven 
concussions have already been 
reported. In April The National 
Football League settled a lawsuit 
in which 5,000 players accused 
them of covering up the high risk 
and dangers of concussions. 
Kentucky Clerk Refuses to 
Issue Same-Sex Marriage 
Licsense 
Kim Davis, Rowan County Clerk, 
was jailed after refusing to issue 
a same-sex marriage license. Da-
vis has appealed but it is unlikely 
that she will succeed. Authori-
ties were willing to release Da-
vis if she did not interfere with 
her deputies issuing marriage 
licenses, but she refused. 
Cam pus Snapshots"---.---~~-~~-
THE INVOLVMENT FAIR welcomed new and returning students to explore all the various clubs and groups on campus, offering a variety of ways to get involved. (Ryan Chun/COLLEG IAN) 
LEGACY GARDEN prepares starters for the upcoming season and continues to grow and harvest the food en1oyed by the Saint Mary's students and faculty. (Adriana Avila/COLLEGIAN) 
Campus 
Calendar 
Mass of the Holy Spirit 
Wednesday, September 9th 
lp.m. 
Chapel: Main 
Contact Mission and Ministry 
926-631-4366 
3 
Career Gateway Event-Dress 
for Success 
Wednesday, September 9 
6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Soda Activity Center: Claeys 
Lounge 
Contact School of Economics and 
Business Administration 
925-631-4477 
Fair Trade Friday 
Friday, September 11 
9 a.m. -12 p.m. 
Mission & Ministry Center 
Contact Mission and Ministry 
925-631-4366 
Transfer Student Retreat 
Sunday, September 13 
9 a.m. -2 p.m. 
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge 
Contact Mission and Ministry 
925-631-4366 
Pop-Up Event 
Monday, September 14 
12:30 p.m.-2 p.m. 
Dryden Hall: Patio 
Contact Marysela Padilla 
cabdirector@stmarys-ca.edu 
I Am Not My Hair, Or Am I? 
Tuesday, September 15 
5 p.m .- 7 p.m. 
Delphine H all 
Contact Intercultural Center 
theic@stmarys-ca.edu 
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
sta.ff@stmaryscollegian.com. 
Due to space limitations, 





BY CAMILLA MARAIS 
f\-h~-<~ · , 
There's no doubt that the natural disaster of Hurricane Katrina 
was a catastrophic blow to our na-
tion. With only 16 school buildings 
left standing after 128 were wiped 
out by the storm, one would think 
that the educational system in New 
Orleans has suffered. However, this 
might not be the case.As Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan shared on 
the subject, "HurricaneKatrinawas 
the best thing that happened to the 
education system in New Orleans." 
After the devastation of 2005, 
the Recovery School District was 
created to reboot failing schools 
by converting them into charter 
schools. The success of this en-
deavoris apparent. According to the 
WashingtonPost, "lastyear,63per-
centofchildreninlocalelementary 
and middle schools were proficient 
on state tests, up from 37 percentin 
2005." Good news? Absolutely. But 
there's more to these statistics than 
meets the eye. 
In 2014, "the average composite 
ACT score for the Recovery School 
District was just 16.4, well below 
the minimum score required for 
admission to a four-year public 
university in Louisiana." In fact, 
Louisiana academic standards are 
still amidst the lowest in our coun-
try. Andre Perry, one of the charter-
s choo l leaders in New Orleans, 
commented in the NY Times that, 
"there were some pretty nefarious 
things done in the pursuit of aca-
demic gain: suspensions, pushouts, 
skimming, counseling out, and not 
handling special-needs kids well." 
He acknowledges the importance of 
analyzing the results of this change 
in the educational system, as New 
Orleans is the first city to have 
such a high percentage of charter 
schools. 
There is more information 
needed to promote this program. 
Information from the Education 
Research Alliance reveals a "cream-
ing" process done in the admission 
of students. "Creaming," or the 
process of selecting students based 
upon academic performance, oc-
curs to the detriment of students 
who are less academically skilled. 
The New York Times states that, 
"Paul G. Vallas, the superintendent 
of the Recovery School District 
from 2007 to 2011, boasted recently 
that only seven percent of the city's 
students attend failing schools to-
day, down from 62 percent before 
Katrina, a feat accomplished 'with 
no displacement of children.' This 
was simply false." 
There are a handful of academ-
ics rallying to change this model, 
arguing that the high scores do not 
compensate for the "creaming" 
process. A movement promoting 
a unionization schooling format is 
being initiated by the Morris Jeff 
Educational Institution. The hopes 
of these new charters are to regulate 
the schooling system, eliminating 
academic preference among both 
potential and enrolled students, and 
recenter the new system format. 
Many, comment on how much 
easier it is to invest energy into 
improving a system. I have to agree, 
and seeing how easily the Recovery 
School System has been "corrupt-
ed", a foundational mission from 
mature schooling system would 
have prevented that immensely. 
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OPIN ION 
Trump brings unwarranted attention to immigration 
BY DEAN BOERNER 
~I t\F v' r<: " 
W hen Donald Trump an-nounced his presidential 
candidacy, he claimed that, "When 
Mexico sends its people, they're 
not sending their best." To further 
shove his foot into his mouth, he 
would later add this about Mexi-
can immigrants: "They're bringing 
drugs. They're bringing crime. 
They're rapists." And thus, the 
ethos of the Donald Trump cam-
paign was born. Trump credits 
himself for the reason that the topic 
of immigration has moved to the 
forefront of American politics, and 
he's absolutely right. He is voicing 
a previously untapped sentiment 
of the Republican Party. Whether 
you're outraged by Trump's com-
ments or inspired by them, he's 
the primary reason for the level of 
scrutiny the issue has received. 
Based on the amount of atten-
tion immigration reform has been 
attracting, it wouldn't be unreason-
able to assume that immigration 
has suddenly become the most dire 
issue facing this country. Trump 
speaks as if there's been a sudden 
influx ofMexican immigrants in the 
past few years that is somehow de-
stroying our economy. Convenient-
ly, Trump has forgotten to point out 
that net migration from Mexico 
has persisted at around zero since 
2010. Roughly the same amount of 
Americans are moving to Mexico as 
I 
Mexicans are moving to America. 
What might be even more surpris-
ing t o Trump and his acolytes 
would be the census numbers from 
2005 to 2010 that clearly indicate a 
negative net migration coming in 
from Mexico. During those years, 
more Americans moved to Mexico 
than vice versa. So if immigration 
has actually held steady, why is this 
suddenly striking such a chord for 
Republican voters? 
Trump's direct and uncom-
promising rhetoric has ignited 
many conservatives. He offers, or 
demands, broad solutions to very 
nuanced immigration questions. 
Trump wants to build a "big, beauti-
ful, powerful" wall demarcating the 
southern border. Simultaneously, 
he advocates for the swift deporta-
tion of all 11.3 million illegal resi-
dents living within the U.S. While 
research has shown that most 
Americans believe immigrants ac-
tually strengthen the economy, Re-
publicans couldn't disagree more. 
The Pew Research Center found 
that 63 percent of Republicans 
believe that immigrants "burden" 
the country. In general elections, 
this faction of the party has gone 
relativelyunaddressed by previous 
candidates like John McCain and 
Mitt Romney. That's why Trump's 
ideas elicit such support from con-
servatives and why he's kept such a 
considerable lead in polls. 
Although Trump has support 
from a surprising number of Re-
publicans, that doesn't mean the 
solutions and claims he's putting 
forth contain any semblance of va-
lidity. Trump's wall would do little 
to alleviate the faux problem that 
so many Republicans are convinced 
is urgent. How would a wall, and 
a very expensive one at that, have 
stopped the 40 percent of illegal 
residents who reached the U.S. by 
plane? These are the immigrants 
who legally obtained temporary 
visas, and have now stayed too 
long. Studies are varied on the 
DONALD TRUMP brings his thoughts to the table on immigration. ( Photo courtesy of The Spokesman Review) 
exact number of illegal residents 
who have simply overstayed their 
legal permission, but the great 
majority claim it's between one 
third and one half. This brings us 
to Trump's other extreme measure: 
the deportation of 11.3 million ille-
gal residents. That proposal would 
call for the uprooting of somewhere 
between 3.5 million and 5.6 million 
residents who arrived here legally 
but have simply overstayed their 
visas. 
Trump's claim that the Mexican 
government is sending over its 
criminals defies logic. In reality, 
immigrants are actually Jess likely 
than native born citizens to commit 
crimes. Not surprisingly, it follows 
that the percentage of native born 
people incarcerated clearly exceeds 
the percentage of immigrants in-
carcerated. So, if the Mexican gov-
ernment is actively sending over 
its "worst," something Trump has 
repeatedly claimed but curiously 
can't actually provide evidence for, 
they sure aren't doing a very good 
job ofit. 
None of the fallaciousness of 
Donald Trump's immigration argu-
ment seems to matter because the 
topic of immigration reform has 
already taken hold in American 
politics. Other Republican candi-
dates, realizing their mistake in 
leaving a large portion of their party 
ignored, have jumped in. They're ei-
ther complicit in Trump's perpetual 
deception on the issue or following 
his lead and promoting similar 
extreme, uncompromising posi-
tions. A recent example is Bobby 
Jindal, a lesser-known Republican 
presidential candidate, proposing 
that mayors of so-called sanctuary 
cities (cities that don't actively en-
force federal immigration laws) be 
arrested. Trump is probably kicking 
himself for not thinking of that one. 
The relevance of the immigration 
debate all boils down to who first 
gave the issue its undue attention. 
Supporters of Trump commonly 
say they endorse him because he's 
not a politician. But in what sense 
is he not a politician? He says what 
he believes and he's not beholden to 
billionaire donors, sure. But an ar-
gument can be made that Trump is 
the politician in its purest and most 
unrestrained form. Trump doesn't 
care that immigration should not 
be a central issue in American 
politics. As long as the prospective 
voters believe it is, he can keep hit-
ting his attention-grabbing talking 
points of big, beautiful walls and 
the corruption of the Mexican 
government. Trump's campaign is 
one of self-aggrandizement, not the 
restoration ofAnrnrica's greatness. 
That's why his Twitter page is full of 
poll updates, Megyn Kelley slander, 
and very little substantive policy 
suggestions. He doesn't care about 
the country. He's only concerned 
with defeating others and the pro-
motion of the Donald Trump brand. 
It's because Trump is playing the 
political game so radically well 
that immigration reform, his go-to 
topic, is getting such unwarranted 
attention. 
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OPINION 
Pope Francis declares that abortion can be forgiven 
BY GABBY VANACORE 
Last Tuesday, Pope Fran-cis surprised the world by 
making a very controversial 
statement on abortion. In the 
Catholic Church as a whole, 
abortion has always been con-
sidered wrong; therefore, no 
woman in the Church has been 
able to seek confession and 
earn forgiveness. In his recent 
statement, Pope Francis contra-
dicted this traditional practice 
by announcing his plans for the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy, which 
will happen from December 
8, 2015 to November 20, 2016. 
During this year, the pope plans 
to empower priests around the 
world to grant these women 
absolution for their sin. 
Confession is taken very seri-
ously in the Catholic Church, 
but there has been a severe in-
consistency in this sacrament. 
While priests are able to grant 
forgiveness to an adulterer, they 
are unable to forgive a woman 
who seeks an abortion. Priests 
can listen to a confession of 
someone who has participated 
in murder, or even genocide, and 
not have to tell anyone about it. 
However, a woman becomes ex-
communicated from the church 
when they choose the murder 
that is seen as abortion. In the 
past, only a bishop has had the 
power to lift a woman's excom-
munication, allowing her back 
into the church. Now that the 
pope has spoken on this issue, 
will Catholics all around the 
world suddenly attempt to un-
derstand abortion? The answer 
is no, but hopefully Pope Fran-
cis's statement will be a step in 
the right direction. 
In the Catholic Church, the 
Pope is believed to embody 
Christ. Therefore, he has all the 
authority to make and change 
the rules and regulations of 
Catholicism. Many Catholics 
feel as if they have no choice 
but to follow long-standing 
practices, while some are more 
understanding and follow their 
own beliefs. Until now, no 
Pope has ever clearly addressed 
abortion before. But Pope Fran-
cis was clear in his intent to 
change the way Catholics look 
at women who have chosen to 
get an abortion: "I have met so 
many women who bear in their 
heart the scar of this agonizing 
and painful decision." He under-
stands the "pressure" and the 
"moral ordeal" that many wom-
en undergo and is saying that 
they simply deserve forgiveness 
and compassion. The Catholic 
Church has been around for a 
very long time. Finally, someone 
is practicing what Catholicism 
is really about. 
I see myself as a non-religious 
person, but I am familiar with 
Catholicism and the traditional 
beliefs involved, having gone 
to Catholic school since the 
second grade. For me, the issue 
of abortion is more moral than 
religious. While some, like me, 
believe in life at the moment of 
conception, others believe in 
a woman's right in making her 
own choices regarding her body. 
When you take time to consider 
this, it's difficult to know which 
side is right. While I personally 
would never receive an abor-
tion, I have recently discovered 
that I consider myself to be pro-
choice. Abortion is legal in many 
countries, and in most countries 
where it is illegal, abortion is the 
leading cause of maternal mor-
tality. In our progressive and 
growing liberal society in which 
abortion is becoming more 
accepted, I agree with Pope 
Francis that this issue needs to 
be seen with more compassion. 
Abortion is still considered 
a sin in the eyes of the Church, 
and Pope Francis is not chang-
ing this part of the religion. 
However, he is trying to en-
lighten the issue on abortion by 
simply taking a more open and 
inclusive approach. Abortion is 
not only a religious issue, and 
shouldn't just be viewed in the 
religious perspective. It is in-
stead a moral dilemma. People 
still need to be able to think for 
themselves morally instead of 
only following what religion 
tells them. If you haven't ever 
really considered the universal 
debate of abortion, then you 
cannot truly say which side 
you are on. It's a difficult thing 
to do. Despite all the different 
religious and political beliefs 
in the world, abortion is a real 
issue that definitely shouldn't 
be taken lightly. 
Women in science hold the key to the future for the field 
BY BRIANNA BIBEL 
l 
This past summer, I was ap-proached by our school's 
creative video director, Bryan 
Navarro, who was interested in 
profiling me on a piece about 
women in science. Coming from 
our largely female undergradu-
ate college, I was somewhat 
surprised, as I had never felt 
disadvantaged as a woman in 
the scientific field. About three-
quarters of the students in all 
of my classes have been female, 
as well as many of my profes-
sors. Apart from some slightly 
misogynistic behavior from a 
science professor at a previous 
school, I had never really given 
my gender a thought in terms of 
my career until that interview 
request. 
I started to think seriously 
about the interrelationship 
between my experiences as a 
woman and those as a scientist-
in-the-making. Many of the 
efforts to include women in 
science focus on the benefits to 
the scientific field, and justifi-
ably so. History is replete with 
examples of incredible female 
scientists who have transformed 
how we understand the world. 
Such female scientists include 
Elizabeth Blackburn and Bar-
bara McClintock. However, I feel 
that an underappreciated aspect 
of the involvement of women in 
science is the effect of science 
on women. 
The media teaches girls that, in 
order to be successful, we should 
be demure. To assert oneself 
runs the risk of being seen as 
bossy or conceited. Growing up, 
I saw my biggest role model - a 
brilliant woman - play dumb 
while flirting with boys. I came 
into college lacking self-confi-
dence, and I was unsure of my 
ability to make a difference in 
the world. All of that changed, 
however, when I became im-
mersed in the world of research. 
ELIZABETH BLACKBURN is one of many female scientists who play an important role in the community. (Courtesy of Menla) 
I had always loved biology and 
chemistry, relishing the chance 
to soak in new knowledge. How-
ever, introductory labs often 
frustrated me. I recognized that 
it was important to learn the 
basics first, but I was itching to 
discover something new, to con-
tribute to the scientific society. 
Therefore, I decided to apply for 
the School of Science's Summer 
Research Program the spring of 
my sophomore year. 
The program is competitive, 
and I was wary that I would 
find a professor willing to work 
with me, let alone have my grant 
chosen. I was very fortunate to 
have Dr. Jeff Sigman, a professor 
of chemistry and biochemistry, 
take me on as a mentee. With 
his support and guidance I was 
able to grow tremendously as 
a researcher and, at the end 
of the summer as I shook the 
dean's hand, I realized I could 
to do this after all. Since then, 
my confidence has continued to 
improve as I extend my research 
project through independent 
study. With the encouragement 
of Dr. Sigman, I reached out and 
was able to win a national fel-
lowship from the Huntington's 
Disease Society of America to 
do research at the Gladstone In-
stitute for Neurological Disease 
and the University of California 
at San Francisco. It was an amaz-
ing experience, and it convinced 
me that I want to pursue a career 
in academic science. My self-
esteem has improved so much 
that, although nervous, I was 
excited rather than terrified to 
give a one-hour-long presenta-
tion at a lab meeting. The biggest 
criticism I received was that I 
apologized too much. 
Instead of feeling excluded, 
I have felt more at home in the 
scientific world than anywhere 
else in academia. I think that a 
large part of this is due to the 
presence of a large number of 
female mentors both at Saint 
Mary's and the Gladstone. Work-
ing with these strong, intelligent 
women and watching mothers 
balance cutting-edge research 
and teaching while continuing 
to be excellent parents, I have 
never felt that my dreams of be-
coming a principal investigator 
are beyond my reach. 
Therefore, when I began look-
ing into graduate programs in 
the biological and biomedical 
sciences, I was disheartened to 
see the lack of women in tenure-
track positions, especially at top 
research institutes and universi-
ties. I strongly feel that in order 
for women to reach their full po-
tential in science, they must be 
able to see this goal as a possibil-
ity. This must be accomplished 
through two avenues: increasing 
self-confidence and presenting 
them with female role models. 
Both of these can be achieved 
throughtheinvolvementofmore 
women in science, and I have de-
voted myself to this cause. I am 
very excited to see the initiatives 
that Saint Mary's is taking to 
increase the presence of women 
in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics), 
and I am grateful to have the op-
portunity to help other girls and 
young women find their place in 
the scientific community. 
Kanyefor 
President 
BY BRANDEN QUEZADA 
cu TR Bu 0 1. :c v, 
5 
A fter announcing at the VMAs that he will run for President 
in 2020, Kanye West has my vote. 
Kanye is not a one-dimensional 
man; in comparison to his potential 
running mates, he would not just 
be another politician. The self-
proclaimed "creative genius" has 
already made changes in this coun-
try simply by being himself. You 
may or may not be familiar with 
the term "the Kan ye effect." West's 
cultural influence is so strong that 
just by endorsing an artist, wearing 
a certain shoe, or saying a word like 
"cray," he has thousands of people 
imitating him. Many young adults 
were inspired by his albums. Also, 
let's not forget about the Air Yeezy. 
Everybody wants a pair. Not only 
are they exquisitely made, but they 
are also the most coveted and lim-
ited shoes in the world right now. 
Kanye clearly has a strong influ-
ence on the youth of this country, 
which would prove to be a key ad-
vantage in receiving the vote from a 
demographic that does not show up 
to the polls as often as others. Per-
sonally, I can't think of any former 
Presidents who have had a similar 
impactonacountry'syoungpeople. 
Let's look at the reality if Kanye 
does become President. West will 
have to be wise enough to choose 
a Vice President with the more 
' personable and humble ualities 
I 
he lacks. Furthermore, whoever he 
chooses needs to be someone that 
he can collaborate with on every 
level. The perfect choice would be 
none other than Shawn Carter, also 
known as Jay-Z. Not only is he one 
of the greatest rappers of all time 
and a well-known business mogul, 
but he is also West's mentor and 
idol. The two have a long history of 
working together and have elevated 
each other's careers on multiple oc-
casions. This duo could go down in 
American political history as one of 
the all-time greatest partnerships. 
A more important aspect of 
West's qualities is his loyalty and 
devotion to Jay-Z's wife. Twice, 
West has shown his devotion to 
J ay-Z's wife Beyonce in front of the 
wholeworld. Thefirstincidentwas 
at the 2009 VMAs when he inter-
rupted Taylor Swift's acceptance 
speech bygrabbingthe microphone 
and stating that "Beyonce had 
one of the best videos of all time." 
The second instance occurred at 
the last Grammy's, where West 
expressed his disapproval of Beck 
winning album of the year instead 
ofBeyonce. Despite West's feelings 
about her talent, no one can deny 
that Beyonce is flawless in every 
aspect of the world and would be 
a great choice for his Secretary of 
State. So maybe we should look 
at West's bid to run for President 
in a different light. If he becomes 
President, then maybe Beyonce 
can become President in the fu-
ture, and then everybody wins. I 
mean, it would only make sense, 
being that she claims "girls run the 
world." While West has acquired 
a fair amount of haters along the 
way due to his cocky attitude, in an 
interviewwith Zane Lowe he stated 
that "I didn't come here to be liked, 
I came here to make a difference." 
Electing West in 2020 would surely 
accomplish that. 
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CULTURE 
Emerging Long Beach rap-
per is a new hip hop Staple 
VINCE is making moves, but stays honest to himself. (Photo courtesy of Youtube) 
BY BRANDEN QUEZADA 
r-')t-..jp Bl.JTlt\JG WPITEP 
Vince Staples is everywhere. 
His acting debut in the indie 
flick , DOPE, this past sum-
mer, his spot on the cover of 
XXL Freshman, his debut al-
bum Summertime ' 06, and his 
current tour with Tyler, The 
Creator and A$AP Rocky, the 
self-proclaimed Ramona Park 
legend is taking himself to new 
bounds. 
Despite his new found suc-
cess, you won' t find him cel-
ebrating. Don't expect to spot 
him in the club, at your favorite 
rapper's listening party, or at 
that after party to the after 
party. He'll be watching World-
s tar videos and sipping on a 
can of Sprite. And if you're not 
following him on Twitter, do so 
immediately. His tweets will 
have you laughing nonstop at 
the trash talk he throws at NBA 
players while simultaneously 
forcing you to acknowledge the 
reality you fail to grasp. 
In an interview with Pitch-
fork, he states that he initially 
began rapping because "he had 
nothing better t o do while hang-
ing out with his friends." Ye t, 
Staples is a rapper that demands 
your attention . He raps wit h a 
conscious and h e's fill ed wit h 
wisdom beyond his yea rs. The 
22-year-old North s ide Lon g 
Beach native is wh at hip -hop 
has been waiting for, a n d h e 
couldn't have arrived at a bet-
ter time. Staples' music doesn't 
glamorize his past experience of 
gang life, but rather reflects on 
it. He acknowledges his past ex-
periences with gang life as turn-
ing points that have influenced 
his perspective on the world. 
In an interview with The Fader, 
Staples, referred to his past gang 
affiliation, "I really did all of 
that, so I know it's not fun and 
cool." But also, Staples' music 
exposes a deep-seated belief 
shared by many in low-income, 
urban youth: that due to a lack 
of resources, attention and an 
effective police force, gang life 
seems to be the only way of 
life to live. These two elements 
paint a picture of his reality, his 
life in the income Ramona Park, 
that of which is shared by many. 
His lyrics are straightforward 
and penetrating. He allows you 
to process them, but only for a 
minute. He keeps diving further 
whether you can accept it or not. 
In the same interview with 
The Fader, Staples states, in 
regards to his growing fame, 
"s*** don't mean nothing when 
there's people out here dying 
and starving with no hope ." 
Staples has not lost sight of the 
world he grew up in, a world still 
very much alive. In an interview 
with Pet er Rosenberg of HOT 
97, Vince st at es th at h e tries 
t o give, "a voice for somebody 
that I know will never h ave 
one." Instead of indulgi n g in 
his n ewfou nd fa m e, h e uses it 
as a platform. Plain and simple, 
Staples tells it like he sees it, and 
answers to no one. 
CONCERT REVIEW 
Taylor Swift packs another stadium 
Levi's Stadium packed to see Swift's Bay Area stopover 
BY RAMYA RAMAMOORTHY 
While Taylor Swift's album 1989 
had enormous success, her 1989 
World Tour has been equally suc-
cessful. Her show in Levi's Stadium, 
Santa Clara sold out almost instantly 
and was rather expensive, but oh so 
worth it The concert was certainly 
an astounding experience. 
The concert began with Taylor's 
hitsong"WelcometoNewYork''.Ev-
ery person in the stadium was given 
a glow in the dark wristband. When 
Taylor came on stage singing ''Wel-
come to New York'', everywristband 
lit up. It was beautiful seeing the 
entire stadium filled with lights. The 
wristbands would occasionally light 
up during other songs as well. 
Her performances included danc-
ing. Her costumes and the lighting 
effects often reflected the mood 
given off on each respective song. 
Throughout the performance, she 
was full of energy and it was easy 
to tell that she was not lip syncing. 
Throughout the show, she con-
stantly hinted at a special guest. 
First, she told the crowd that the 
PLAYLIST NATION 
TAYLOR brings her energized self to the Bay Area (Photo courtesy of Cambio) 
specialguestwascurrentlyoneofthe 
most successful bands. Then, when 
Taylor revealed that the band had a 
"smash hit single" called "Worth If', 
the crowd roared. Fifth Harmony 
came out and performed "Worth If' 
with Taylor Swift. The wristbands lit 
up again and the crowd was singing 
loudly. 
An inspiring moment during the 
concert was Taylor Swift's speech 
about happiness. This speech was 
given before her performance of her 
song "Clean". She spoke about how 
happiness should not be feared just 
because it is not permanent Instead, 
it should be cherished. She assured 
the crowd that ''happiness goes away 
quickly, but it comes back quickly." 
One of the best aspects of this 
concert (and in concerts in gen-
eral) is being surrounded by tens of 
thousands of people who are there 
to dance, to sing, and to support 
one common idol. Everyone in the 
stadium had listened to and memo-
rized each and every lyric and belted 
them out unapologetically. Seeing 
Taylor Swift, a world class act, and 
singing with thousands of fellow 
fans was definitely worth the hefty 
ticket price. 
Sunny California hits for the new year 
BY TAYLOR WILDE 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Re ading over your fourth 
syllabus for the forty seventh 
time? Getting reaccustom to 
drags of Moodie? Take yourself 
out of the back-to-school blues 
by tuning into this week's sunny, 
California themed play list . This 
5 track playlist is sure to lift 
your spirits for just a moment 
before returning to reality. 
B oun ce in Califo rni a b y 
Chucky Slick & Chiller Dom 
While the hook is similar to 
many of t he main st ream Cali-
for n ia songs we all know a nd 
love, this remix rejuvenates the 
infectious spirit of the Golden 
State - a high voltage dose of 
west-coast-best-coast pride. 
Queen of California by John 
Mayer 
A farewell letter to the sour 
weather found elsewhere, John 
Mayer 's laid back, acoustic 
perfect-for-a-travel-montage 
homage to California is the tune 
to listen to as you find your way 
back home. 
Sa ve M e San Fran cisco b y 
Train 
Is there a better song to play 
as you cross the Golden Ga te 
in to the City? The only fitti ng 
way to s ing th is anthem is to 
belt it out, reveling in the local 
band Train's lyrics celebrating 
the best city in the world. 
California by Tom Petty & the 
Heart breakers 
The harmonica hits just right 
in this love ballad dedi ca ted to 
the state that "ain't like any-
where else." As the song fades 
and you close your eyes, a Cali-
fornia sunset splashes across 
your imagination - a gold, red, 
and yellow explosion. 
California by Jame s tow n 
Revival 
Especially for us ou t -of-state 
transplants, this song exempli -
fies the golden embrace you feel 
upon coming home. California 
will welcome you, California 
will raise you, and, most impor-
tantly, California will change 
you for the better. 
Minaj vs Swift vs Cyrus Twitter Beef and VMA drama analyzed 
BY TERRYLIN HO 
f\; 
What happens when you take 
three highly successful, strongly 
opinionated female superstars 
and mix in MTV's Video Music 
Awards? Chaos ensues. In the 
weeks preceding the awards 
show, fans everywhere saw Nicki 
Minaj, Taylor Swift, and Miley 
Cyrus fire shots at each other in 
a struggle for nominations, rec-
ognition and ultimately media 
coverage. The shots, one after the 
other, kept tensions high for one 
grand finale at the 2015 VMAs 
award show. 
On July 21st, Swift took to 
Twitter to announce the nomina-
tion for her video of Bad Blood 
as VMA Video of the Year. To 
counter, Nicki Minaj, chimed in, 
expressing her discontent over 
how her "Anaconda" was appar-
ently snubbed. 
Minaj first puts out a tweet 
stating that if she was an "'other" 
kind of girl (white) and dropped 
a video that broke records she'd 
have earned a nomination. Then 
she got more direct. Her fol-
lowing tweet implied that only 
videos which "celebrate women 
with slim bodies" get nominated. 
In addition, Minaj claimed that 
the media is still biased towards 
whites as opposed to people of 
color. 
Swift, believing this to be a jab 
at her nomination, responded 
by tweeting how she has always 
"love[d] and support[ed]" Minaj. 
Swift went on to tweet that per-
haps "one of the men took [her] 
slot." Since Minaj is viewed, typi-
cally, as a somewhat outspoken 
advocate for strong women, Swift 
voiced her confusion as to why 
Minaj is stirring up drama with a 
fellow female artist. 
Minaj responded, telling her 
that the tweets were never di-
rected at Swift in the first place. 
Swift then attempted to make 
amends by extending an invita-
tion for Minaj to join her onstage 
attheVMAs. 
Despite the amends made be-
tween the two artists, the drama 
Drama reaches it peak as MtNAJ calls out CYRUS during the VMAs (Photo courtesy of Youtube) 
continued to escalate as many 
Twitter users took sides in de-
fending the two artists' actions. 
While many of the Swifties were 
quick to point out that Minaj's 
tweet about "women with slim 
bodies" seemed to be a direct 
shot at Swift's video, Team Minaj 
pointed out that Swift never had 
to respond to Minaj in the first 
place and escalate things. Minaj 
fans also saw the irony in Swift 
judging Minaj for "pitting women 
against each other" when Swift's 
own Bad Blood arguably has the 
exact same effect. 
Things get even more heated 
when Miley Cyrus inserted her-
self in the fray by stating in a New 
York Times interview, "what I 
read sounded very Nicki Minaj, 
which, if you know Nicki Minaj, is 
not too kind. It's not very polite." 
Back to the VMAs, Nicki took 
the stage to receive her award for 
Anaconda as the Best Hip-Hop 
Video of 2015. She went on to 
give a short and sweet acceptance 
speech, mentioning her fans 
and even her pastor. However. 
Minaj's cordial demeanor took as 
she faced Miley, who hosted the 
VMAs, to address her less than 
flattering words on Nicki with the 
New York Times. 
"Back to, this b**** had a lot 
to say about me the other in the 
press. Miley what's good?" 
Miley responded by claiming 
her words were manipulated 
in the interview and went on to 
congratulate Nicki on her award. 
But in the background, Rebel 
Wilson stood shell-shocked; mur-
murs from the audience could be 
heard, and social media went into 
a frenzy. People, again, started to 
question who was in the right and 
who was in the wrong. 
However, when it comes down 
to how this has effected Miley, 
Nicki and Swift, all publicity 
is good publicity. The trio may 
not have been the most likeable 
people at the VMAs, but they all 
gained ample amounts of media 
attention from the drama they 
caused. In the entertainment 
business, staying relevant is a 
pivotal part of achieving success. 
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Wolllen's soccer with another perfect weekend 
Hannah Diaz scores game-winner in first minute of overtime 
BY DANIEL CONMY 
~ . c 1.:: 
Kiana Quarles did not think 
she would be in this position at 
Saint Mary's a couple years ago. 
Quarles, playing for Cal State 
San Bernardino, followed head 
coach Travis Clarke to Saint 
Mary's. Moving from Division II 
to Division I was seamless tran-
sition for the junior forward, as 
she scored the game-winning 
goal against the Rams. 
It was an impressive offensive 
morning for Saint Mary's. 16 
shots were recorded including 
six shots on goal. Leading the 
way with five shots was wee 
Player of the Week, Samantha 
Dion. Quarles and Mary Fraser 
continued the offensive output 
with four shots each. 
Quarles scored the lone goal 
in the 34th minute on a very 
impressive individual perfor-
mance. Working on the near 
post, Quarles worked past her 
defender when she shook left but 
went right. On her right foot, she 
struck a ball that skirted under 
the diving Jesse McGinley. The 
assist came earlier from Heather 
Seybert, but Quarles did most of 
the dirty work within the goal 
box. 
Saint Mary's had a couple more 
opportunities later in the game 
including Jessica Imbrie just 
missing above the crossbar in 
OPINION 
KIANA QUARLES scored the game-winning goal against Colorado State friday afternoon (Courtesy of SMC Gaels) 
the second half. Quarles'sother 
golden chance came on a ball 
that hit the bottom of the cross-
bar and somehow stayed out of 
the net. 
Colorado State did have its 
chances, but Julia McDonald 
thwarted every opportunity 
and thoroughly deserved the 
clean sheet. Other Gales to note 
were the back four of Jasmine 
Edwards, Val Laforge, Cassie 
Lynch, and Anne Whipple. Those 
four combined for stellar defen-
sive play with minuscule mis-
cues throughout the game. While 
McDonald is ultimately the one 
who records the shutouts, a lot 
can be said for the back four and 
their work. 
It was a good start to the week-
end, but the Gaels' work was not 
done until Sunday against Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno. 
It took extra time, but the 
Gaels defeated University of 
Nevada, Reno, 1-0 in the 9lst 
minute. Hannah Diaz scored 
the game winner in unfortunate 
fashion. The shot from Diaz 
came from the top of the box. It 
was an easy pickup for the goal-
tender, but the ball, with weird 
spin, ricocheted off the keeper 
and into the back of th e net. 
This games mark the fifth 
shutout of the season for Julie 
McDonald and the fifth win 
for the Gaels overall. In Travis 
Clarke's tenure, the Gaels have 
not lost a game. While the com-
petition will be better once con-
ference starts, it is a good confi-
dence boost for the team to start 
out strong. Saint Mary's is two 
wins away from tying their total 
of wins last season. The Gaels 
head on the road this Friday and 
Saturday to face off against San 
Jose State and Cal. Cal took the 
game last year by four goals, but 
Saint Mary's looks to rebound 
with t heir new defen sive prow-
ess and head coacli. 
Giants face uphill battle in September for postseason 
BY DEAN BOERNER 
! ' 
It's hard being particularly 
buoyant about the San Francisco 
Giants playoff odds for the rest of 
the season. To cap off a paltry 13-
16 month of August, San Francisco 
lost six straight games, three of 
which came in an excruciating 
series sweep at the hands of the 
arch rival Dodgers. Through their 
projection systems, analyst Dan 
Szymborski and ESPN placed 
the Giants odds of making the 
playoffs at a measly 14 percent 
as of September 1. But even for a 
team that's now seven games back 
of the division leading Dodgers, 
those odds are by no means insur-
mountable. 
The manner in which the Giants 
fell so far behind the Dodgers is 
especially hard to swallow for 
Giants fans. August closed with 
a bruising 14 inning loss to the 
Dodgers on Monday. On Tuesday 
night, they lost late to L.A. again, 
this time in the eighth. And then 
in the final game of the series, the 
Giants were dominated by the 
omnipotent left arm of Clayton 
Kershaw, who struck out 15 help-
less Giants batters. Matters got so 
frustrating during that series loss 
against Los Angeles that Bruce 
Bochy, the normally serene and 
unflappable skipper of the Gi-
ants, wentoutandgotejected two 
nights in a row. Bochy would tell 
you the cause of his frustration 
was objectionable umpiring calls, 
but the frustration is also em-
blematic of a very disappointing 
month-plus ofuninspiringplay by 
JOE PANIK AND BRANDON CRAWFORD look to make an impact when they return from the DL. (Courtesy of NY Post) 
the defending world champions. 
Adding insult to injury, the Gi-
ants followed up their memorable 
series loss with an 11-3 loss against 
Colorado, one of the worst teams 
in baseball. 
All of this sounds like the cul-
mination of a lost season for San 
Francisco-another odd year dud 
put forth by the Giants. Even if 
that's how it blatantly appears, 
there are a few plausible scenarios 
where the Giants get back in this 
thing. If a comeback were to hap-
pen for this club, it would begin 
around September 7, the start of 
a 3 game set against Arizona. Joe 
Panik and Brandon Crawford, 
who have been out of action due 
to their own respective injuries, 
are tentatively expected to be 
back for that series. Panik, who's 
hitting .309, and Crawford, who's 
amassed 19 homers, are about to 
fill serious holes that have plagued 
the Giants lineup lately. Their 
left-handed bats, as well as their 
middle infield defense, should 
absolutely give the Giants more 
potency. 
While it's unlikely that Hunter 
Pence, who's been out of action 
since August 18 with an oblique 
strain, returns to make any sort 
of tangible contribution, the Gi-
ants have at least attempted to 
replicate his production through 
midseason acquisitions. Marlon 
Byrd, a right-handed outfielder 
obtained by the Giants on August 
20, has played well. The Giants 
also picked up Red Sox outfielder 
Alejandro De Aza, a left-handed 
batter who hit .292 during his 60 
games with Boston this year. If 
Byrd and De Aza's production can 
combine to anything near Pence's 
normal play, Bobby Evans and the 
rest of the Giants front office will 
be happy. 
The most realistic point of hope 
for Giants fans may simply lie in 
the beneficence of their schedule. 
The Giants remaining schedule is 
littered with sub-.500 teams. In 
fact, all their opponents the rest of 
the way have losing records except 
for the Dodgers, who the Giants 
play in what could be a crucial four 
game series in San Francisco. If 
the Giants can somehow play well 
enough to be within four games 
of Los Angeles, who incidentally 
have a much more strenuous re-
maining schedule, then that could 





Fri. @ San J ose State, 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday@ Cal, 1:00 p.m. 
Hannah Diaz scored in overtime 
against University of Nevada, 
Reno to give the Gaels their 
fifth victory of the year. The 
undefeated takes to the road to 
face off versus San Jose State 
and Cal over the weekend. 
Saint Mary's looks to avenge a 
4-0 loss against Cal last year. 
MEN'S SOCCER 
Fri. @ Missouri 
State, 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. @ Oral Roberts, 
ll:OOa.m. 
Gutsy performances by the Gaels 
brought them two wins in there 
first homestand of the year. 
Saint Mary's travels east to face 
off against Missouri State and 
Oral Roberts. Rafael Sanchez 
will sit due to a double yellow 
given to him versus Canisius. 
WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL 
Thurs. @ Cal State 
Northridge, 1:00 p.m. 
Fri. @ Washington, 7:00 p.m. 
A successful Saint Mary's weekend 
ended on a sour 5-set loss. The 
Gaels head to the Pacific Northwest 
to take on Cal State Northridge 
and UniversityofWashington. 
Giants teams so often capitalize 
on these several years. 
Again, the odds are stacked 
against the Giants favor. The 
Dodgers could go out and play at a 
.600winningpercentage and nul-
lify all the hypothetical gymnas-
tics wishful San Francisco fans are 
doing right now. Los Angeles is of 
course in the position of strength. 
Yet, if Panik and Crawford can 
return to form and Bumgarner, 
Peavy and the rest of the pitching 
staff can take advantage of what's 
bound to be many weak lineups, 
then the Giants could potentially 
make things interesting. 
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header in the 
86th minute 
BY DANIEL CONMY 
lOITOR IN-GHEF 
After a less than stellar perfor-
mance in North Carolina, Saint 
Mary's desperately needed to 
find a way into the win column 
in their home opener. The Gaels 
answered the call with gutsy play. 
La Salle, a team from the Atlan-
tic 10 conference, came in with a 
1-1-0 record - losing to Bucknell, 
but defeating Loyola at home. 
The Explorers played a physical 
game, as each team seemingly 
traded yellow cards throughout 
the game. The first strike came 
for La Salle in the 34th minute. 
On a corner, Joe Hansen was 
positioned close to goalkeeper 
Andrew Konstantino. When the 
ball was crossed into the box, 
Konstantino was pulled down 
or interfered with and Hansen 
finished by putting the ball in 
the back of the net. Saint Mary's 
defense was furious with the 
non-call and Adam Cooper was 
livid with the lack of officiating 
in that moment. Luckily, the 
Gaels battled through adversity 
and tied up the game before half. 
With time winding down to-
wards the half, Saint Mary's was 
awarded a corner kick. From 
the near corner, Michael Dingle 
curled it into the box. On one 
hop, Jake Stenberg settled the 
ball and buried into the net off 
BEN BRAMAN goes up for a header against La Salle Friday afternoon. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels) 
the volley. With a tied game going 
to half, the Gaels continued their 
momentum by scoring first in the 
second half. 
A little under 30 minutes into 
the second half, the Gaels were 
awarded another corner. Dingle, 
this time from the far corner, 
La Salle 
Saint Mary's 
crossed the ball close to the far 
post where a jumping Ben Bra-
man connected with a flick on 
header. While the Gaels got the 
lead, it would not last for another 
minute as Colman Kennedy and 
the Explorers struck back on a 
corner to make it, 2-2. 
For the next 12 minutes, Saint 
Mary's and La Salle traded op-
portunities in each other's end. 
In the 86th minute, Saint Mary's 
broke the tie with an ·incred-
ible cross from Rafael Sanchez. 
Sanchez connected with Cory 
Schmidt in the box. Schmidt 
placed the ball perfectly off 
the bottom of the crossbar and 
into the back of the net for the 
game-winning goal. Will Kendall 
helped stave off any opportuni-
ties La Salle had - with huge 
headers clearing the box. 
While winning the game in 
exciting fashion, the Gaels did 
suffer some loss Friday evening. 
Gerardo Mendoza, a spark plug 
for the offense, went down with 
an apparent leg injury on a hard 
play. He will seem to miss some 
time over this season, but will be 
welcome back with open arms 
once healthy. 
Canisius • 
Saint Mary's • Saint Mary's was happy to ·get 
into the win column, but was 
looking for more on Sunday af-
ternoon against Canisius. 
The Golden Griffins from 
Canisius University, hailing all 
the way from New York were not 
much of a problem for the Gaels 
on Sunday morning. While Saint 
Mary's squeaked by with a 1-0 
victory, every category slanted 
in the Gaels favor. Saint Mary's 
recorded 26 shots to Canisus' 
seven. While only eight shots 
were on the t arget, the Gaels h ad 
plenty of opportunities to find 
the back of the net. 
The breakthrough happened 
in the 75th minute off a long 
throw in. The ball was bounced 
around before it found freshman 
Stephen Dougherty's foot, who 
rocketed the ball into the far 
corner to break the scoreless tie. 
Saint Mary's wasn't without 
casualty this game as Rafael 
Sanchez received a double yellow 
and will be suspended for the up-
coming match against Missouri 
State. That game will take place 
on Friday in Springfield, Mo. 
Then, the Gaels will take on Oral 
Roberts Sunday morning before 
returning home for a four game 
home stand. 
Freshman lead Gaels on court over weekend 
Lindsey Knudsen and Payton Rund pave way for two straight set wins 
BY DANIEL CONMY 
EDITOR-IN CH!EF 
Hea d Coach Rob Brown in g 
face d a d ifficult t ask b efore 
the season - replace multiple 
starter spots left vacant from 
graduations. Recruiting is never 
an easy task, but Browning was 
able to solidify a dominant 
team for the upcoming year. 
The preconference schedule set 
up by Browning also shows the 
confidence he has in the young 
team. Earlier in the year, Saint 
Mary'S' picked up a good win 
against Long Beach State and 
continued the strong play in to GAELS emphatically embrace after wining a point Saturday afternoon. (Josiah Alter/COLLEGIAN) 
this weekend. 
Starting over the three-match 
weekend, the Gaels opposed 
the Fresno State Bulldogs. The 
Bulldogs played tight in the first 
two sets, but was no match for 
Saint Mary's. The wealth of kills 
was distributed amongst many 
players throughout the three 
sets. Freshman Payton Rund and 
freshman Lindsey Knudsen led 
the team with 11 kills through 
the three-set victory. The three-
s et victory started a run for 




and frustrated the Gaels through 
their three-set loss. This was not 
an easy win for Saint Mary's, as 
they took Bethune-Cookman 
into extra points twice in three 
sets. Rund and Knudsen led the 
way again with 14and13 kills, re-
spectively. Alexis Salmons added 
ten kills of her own. Delicia 
Pierre was the strongest hitter 
on the Bethune-Cookman side 
- compiling 19 kills of her own. 
Madi Wilkerson and Rund dug 
out 33 combined balls on the de-
fensive side, which set up Mary 
Hernandez with 44 assists. Saint 
Mary's was confident going into 
the matchup of the weekend 
against St. John's. 
The unofficial championship 
game against St. John's was a 
thriller that took five games to 
wrap-up. The most even match-
up of the weekend started with 
a first set that saw 14 tie scores 
and eight lead changes. Saint 
Mary's eventually won, 25-23. 
St. John's stormed back in the 
second set grabbing the victory 
handily, 25-16. The momentum 
was cemented on St. John's side 
after a third set victory, 25-22. 
Karin Palgutova stole the show 
for St. John's. Palgutova had 31 
kills on 69 total attacks. Saint 
Mary's did their best to slow 
her roll with Madi Wilkerson 
putting up 24 digs. Hernandez 
added 53 assists. 
The fourth set rolled around 
and Saint Mary's won by five, 
25-20. This set up a decisive fifth 
set, which took extra points to 
finish . After ping pongingpoints 
from one team to the other, St. 
J ohn's had a chance to finish it 
out with the score 14-12. Lind-
sey Knudsen came up big with 
a service ace and the next point 
went in Saint Mary's favor. Once 
again, the teams traded points, 
but the deciding point came on 
a block by Knudsen. Knudsen 
jumped up at the net and block 
the spike attempt, but the ball 
fell on the opponent's side by 
just mere inches and that ended 
the set and match. 
This instant classic did not go 
in favor of the Gaels, but a suc-
cessful weekend was wrapped 
up. Saint Mary's continues their 
difficult preconference schedule 
by facing three Pac-12 schools in 
the next four games. The Gaels 
will face University of Washing-
ton, Cal, and Stanford before 
starting conference play. A six 
game road stretch looks to be a 
telling test for the Gaels for the 
outcome for the rest of their 
season. 
